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GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
Conditions in May 

May is the best month for weather in the Galapagos,  
as it is the transition from the hot season to the cold season,  

therefore air and water should be comforatable temperatures. 

AIR TEMPERATURE 
Low 25° C at night to 35° C during the day 

SEA TEMPERATURE 
Low 20° C to 26° C the warmest 

SKY CONDITIONS 
Mostly sunny, possible small showers 

SEA CONDITIONS 
May should be quite calm and not very choppy, 

since the wind starts blowing from Southeast in June. 
The water is quite clear in the Galapagos during May,  
possibly even 25 meters of visibility on a good day. 
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REPTILES 
It is the end of the mating and nesting season for all the Galapagos reptiles, so we expect to see 

marine iguana nests, marine turtle nests, giant tortoises still mating in some areas, as well as some 
marine iguanas still some mating in May. All iguanas are colourful and active. 

 

  



	

SEA LIONS 
The end of May is the start of their mating season, however pup sea lions are found all year around 

in Galapagos. You might even see births or new-borns in May. Sea lions are found everywhere. 

 

  



	

SEA & LAND BIRDS 
May is a time most sea birds start their courtship. By June the Humboldt current will bring the 

Galapagos heaps nutrients for the new-borns, so marine bird activity may be quite good. Waved 
Albatross will arrive in early April, so by May there will be high chances of seeing them on a 

courtship display at Espanola Island. 

 

  



	

WHALES & DOLPHINS 
Whales may be seen in the Galapagos anytime all year around, however it is always a matter of luck. 
The most common are Brydes, Pilots and Sperm whales. The best place to see them is the western 

side of Galapagos, between Fernandina Island and Isabela. We normally see more during the months 
of June to November, when the water is a colder. 

 

  



	

DIVING 
Since water is warmer and more clear in the central and south islands, both reef and pelagic activity 
are rather good. Wolf and Darwin are full of life; however, whale sharks live there. Also, if the water 
gets too hot, the activity is poor, so we will have to predict in the next months and decide whether 

to include Wolf and Darwin on the itinerary. 

The Pacific Ocean Fish in the Galapagos may not be not very colourful, however, some species may 
be found in large numbers. It is important to know that, when snorkelling, it is likely to encounter 

unique flightless cormorants, penguins, marine iguanas and sea lions. When scuba diving in deeper 
water, there is everything from tiny sea horses to ocean Sunfish or large pelagic fish like Tuna, 

Galapagos sharks and Hammerheads and small Stingrays to large Manta rays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


